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Stereotyping

« Stereotyping is a reductive cognitive phenomenon in the
categorization of groups of people. A quick and efficient
shorthand, but which ignores individuality and variation.

* Language is a key element in this process. According to
Collins & Clement (2012: 377), “language can be
conceptualized as “a lens that directs and distorts cognition”.

* Not only does stereotyping, based on various social
categories such as gender, age, social class, ethnicity,
sexuality or regional affiliation, serve to simplify how people
perceive and process information about individuals (Talbof,
2003: 468), it also builds up expectations on how they are
supposed to act. “People can choose to ignore such
expectations, but they still have to relate to them in their
interactions with others” (Talbot, 2003: 472).
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A Cognitive model. gendaer linked

language effects (Mulac et al, 2013)

SIS = Socio-Intellectual Status; AQ = Aesthetic Quality; D = Dynamism

Fig. 1. The general process model for the gender-linked language effect.
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Dangers and Dilemmas

o Stereotypes have a tendency to become irue...

Talking about and researching structural injustice

indirectly involves invoking stereotypes

o the study of ‘male’ and ‘female’ discursive styles have strongly
contributed the “Ynormative and unmarked gender identity” expectations
of white middle-class men and women (Holmes, 2006)

And by doing so (i.e. dividing groups into distinct
identity categories) we are simplifying
(stereotyping?) identity and....

Stereotypes have a tendency to become true...
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Seychelles & Sweden

o Seychelles - multi-ethnic, and by many described as ‘matriarchal’, African
state Seychelles.

« Women have achieved almost full practical empowerment in the
public sphere

* 57% of households headed by women (2007)

« Women make up 62% of the Civil Service, [43.8 % of Members of
Parlioment, and 41% of the ministerial posts]

 Significant difference in life expectancy for women (79.6 years) and
men (70.4 years)

® Mafts Deutschmann 2019-11-12 ®



Cont.

o Stereotypic views of masculinity in the Seychelles

 Irresponsible - “In many households, the father remains on the
periphery and leaves the mother to carry the full responsibility of
bringing up the children. He sees nothing wrong in having other
partners and children”. (Chan-Him, 2002: 48)

* Lazy - Girls were the preferred gender at school and teachers
held high expectations for them, while boys were labeled as lazy,
iresponsible, and lacking in motivation. (Geisler & Pardiwalla,
2010: 66)

* Unmotivated - mothers and teachers alike. They bring negative
notions of masculinity to bear on their and other women's sons:
boys, like men, are considered difficult, irresponsible,
unmotivated, and inadequate. (Geisler & Pardiwalla, 2010: 81)
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Where do these constructions originate

from? Historical explanations.
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RAVE — ceptral metho

START

Group A Group B

class reunited

Design revealed. B
Differences discussed.
{1 Aha-moment!

Results Groups 1 and 2

RAISED
AWARENESS
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Phases in the process

Pre-Test Phase

o Establishment of anonymous identities
o Pre-test Stereotyping influence awareness measure.

Exposure and Response Phase

o Listening to case dialogue (two versions)
o Response to dialogue

De-Briefing Phase

o Designisrevealed and results are shown to group as a whole
o Discussions about stereotyping based on the results

Post-Test Phase

o Post-test Stereotyping awareness measure
o Qualitative evaluations.

o Base-line measures (Swedish Sexism Scale/Swedish Racism Scale/Linguistic
Stereotyping

o Consent

Mattias Lindvall-Ostling, Mats
Deutschmann, & Anders Steinvall



Quick example of the
recording

 https://www.youtube.com/watch2v=zCSRPoIQAzO&
feature=emb logo Female

e https://www.voutube.com/watch2v=WTVIWSCeoss
&feature=emb logo Male
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The current data

Marterial identical and Methods similar.
Sweden n= 135 (87 F, 48 M). Teacher trainees
Seychelles n= 103 (85 F, 18 M). Teacher trainees

o Similar set-ups, except that Seychelles students did not attend a course in
sociolinguistics at the time.

Tests were carried in phases in Sweden but all in one
day in the Seychelles
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Linguistic Stereotyping
Index
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Seychelles responses

Knowledgable

Interrups

A \ Contradicts

5 \ Takes alot of space
NV = Male
’ & Female
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Technical issues

It’s been more difficult than we
initially thought to create
believable ‘morphs’.

We often have to camouflage
sound (lowering quality, adding
background noise etc.)

Add images 1o strengthen illusion

Thoughtse
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The ‘culture’ factor

These are nations, not culfures
(and what is a ‘culture’
anywaye)

Are we conftributing to false
national stereotypes by doing
SO¢
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